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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

REINTRODUCTION OF THE RESO-
LUTION EXPRESSING SUPPORT
FOR THE DESIGNATION OF THE
LAST DAY OF FEBRUARY EACH
YEAR AS “RARE DISEASE DAY”

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. CARSON. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to reintroduce this resolution with my
colleague Rep. RICHARD HUDSON of North
Carolina. Our resolution supports the designa-
tion of Rare Disease Day on the last day of
February. | am pleased that this resolution has
been endorsed by the National Organization
for Rare Disorders (NORD) and am thankful
for their leadership on these critical issues
over many years.

Nearly one in ten Americans live with one or
more of the roughly 7,000 known rare dis-
eases. More than half of those struggling with
rare diseases—defined as affecting less than
200,000 people—are children. Sadly, many
rare diseases and conditions are serious, life-
threatening, and lack effective treatments.
These are not just statistics: | am sure most
of us know at least one family member or
friend who has been affected by or struggled
with the unique challenges of rare diseases.

Moreover, as we observe Black History
Month, it's important to know that African
Americans and other minorities are especially
vulnerable to rare diseases, including Sickle
Cell Anemia and Sarcoidosis. These diseases
and conditions—including Thalassemia and
Hereditary ATTR (hATTR) amyloidosis—dis-
proportionately affect African Americans. De-
spite these unique obstacles, African Ameri-
cans have an inspiring tradition of both com-
batting rare diseases and improving medical
science.

One great example is Dr. Charles Drew, an
African American scientist who helped found
the modern “blood bank,” which helped dra-
matically expand blood transfusions. A faculty
member at Howard University, Dr. Drew’s pio-
neering work in blood transfusions took place
against the backdrop of segregation and dis-
crimination. During his time overseeing the
Red Cross’s blood plasma donation program,
Dr. Drew was prohibited from donating his
own blood because of the color of his skin.
Despite these obstacles, Dr. Drew’s work im-
proved the practice of blood transfusions,
which is now a lifeline for many individuals
struggling today with rare diseases. The ex-
amples of Dr. Drew and countless other re-
searchers, physicians, nurses, activists, and
patients underscore the importance of bringing
additional awareness to rare diseases.

Despite the many challenges, some
progress has been made. More than 840
drugs and biologics have been approached by
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for
the treatment of rare diseases. However, Con-
gress must do more to combat rare diseases.
In addition, more work needs to be done to

bring attention to the needs of those who
struggle with rare diseases, and to celebrate
their courage. That's why Rep. HUDSON and |
are reintroducing this important resolution.
Each year, many individuals with rare dis-
eases and their loved ones celebrate Rare
Disease Day to share their stories and edu-
cate communities of researchers, health pro-
fessionals, governments, and community orga-
nizations about how rare diseases affect them.

More than 100 countries observe Rare Dis-
ease Day. Our resolution expresses support
for the designation of the last day of this
month as Rare Disease Day. Congress should
recognize this work and improve our efforts to
address the challenges facing the rare disease
patient community.

Madam Speaker, | hope my colleagues will
join us in supporting Rare Disease Day’s des-
ignation on the last day of February to better
champion people with rare diseases. | urge
the House to support this resolution.

————
RECOGNIZING TAMPA’S LOCAL
TRAILBLAZER, ROOSEVELT

“ROCKY” RATLIFF, III, IN HONOR
OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker,
this Black History Month, | am proud to cele-
brate local trailblazers who have dedicated
their lives to lifting up our community. | rise
today in immense gratitude of Roosevelt
“Rocky” Ratliff, Ill, a lifetime public servant.
Born in Perry, Fla., at 2 pounds and 11
ounces, he gained the name Rocky by his de-
livery nurse because he was a fighter, despite
his low birthweight. His parents, Roosevelt Jr.
and Giloria, taught him that hard work and
doing your very best in everything you do
pays off. He moved to Tampa in 1984 and re-
ceived his bachelor's degree in criminology
from St. Leo University—becoming the first in
his family to attain a college degree. He also
attended Bethune Cookman University, where
he was a member of the Marching Wildcats
Band.

Mr. Ratliff joined the Tampa Police Depart-
ment in 1998, patrolling the seven public
housing properties that existed at the time. He
led with his “Boots on the Ground” philosophy
that stressed the importance of patrolling
neighborhoods on foot to deter crime and fos-
ter invaluable relationships with the neighbors.
This philosophy helped him work his way up
the ranks to corporal, sergeant, lieutenant, and
captain before retiring as a major in 2018. He
had a reputation for building strong community
relationships throughout the City of Tampa.
Because of his initiative, our communities be-
came a safer place to live, work and play.

Major Ratliff pioneered the Community Ori-
ented Program (COPs) in all three Districts
and helped resolve community complaints and

disturbances in city parks by serving as the li-
aison to the Parks & Recreation Department.
After 30 years, Major Ratliff retired but contin-
ued his community involvement through men-
toring. He is a member of the Pi lota Chapter
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. that started
a mentoring program at Just Elementary
School for 20 young men in the fourth and fifth
grades called the Gentlemen’s Club. This pro-
gram is vital in helping young men develop the
proper skills needed to guide them throughout
life and furthering their education. In addition,
he is CEO of Strategic Community Engage-
ment Consulting, LLC. He, along with Derrick
Brooks Charities, developed a Community-Po-
lice Relationships (CPR) Zoom Forum to focus
on addressing concerns between law enforce-
ment and our Black and Brown communities.
The Forum has been a major success
throughout Florida. For decades, City of
Tampa and Hillsborough County employees
supported an annual local MLK tribute through
a scholarship fund and downtown march, and
Major Ratliff was part of that effort during his
tenure at the Tampa Police Department. In
2018, he became a member of the MLK Pa-
rade Foundation. Today, the MLK Foundation
hosts one of the largest MLK parades in the
southeastern United States and engages with
businesses, community organizations and en-
tertainment—over the past few years, numer-
ous bands from Historically Black Colleges &
Universities have participated in the annual
parade. In fact, 2022 was the first time ever
that the largest HBCU bands in the country,
Florida’s own Bethune Cookman University
and Florida A&M University, marched to-
gether.

Major Ratliff is married to Antoinette and is
the proud father to four daughters, Tyrhonza,
Bianca, Asia and Markayla.

Major Ratliff has always answered the call—
the call to keep our community safe and the
call to preserve our community’s African
American history. Madam Speaker, on behalf
of a grateful nation and Tampa Bay commu-
nity, | am proud to recognize the service and
leadership of Major Roosevelt “Rocky” Ratliff,
Il

COMMEMORATING THE VICTIMS
OF THE SUMGAIT AND BAKU PO-
GROMS

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to mark the 34th anniversary of the pogrom
against the Armenian residents of the town of
Sumgait, Azerbaijan.

On February 27, 1988, and for three days
following, Azerbaijani mobs assaulted and
kiled Armenians—Ileaving hundreds of civil-
ians dead and injured and women and gitls
were raped. Some victims were thrown from
windows and burned alive. Tens of thousands
were forced to flee.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.




E182

After two years, it was estimated that only
40,000 of the 250,000 Armenian residents of
Baku remained in Azerbaijan. On January 13,
1990, organized Azerbaijani mobs turned on
them, too, killing hundreds and injuring many
more.

The pogroms came as a direct result of
years of vicious, racist anti-Armenian propa-
ganda by Azerbaijani authorities, dehuman-
izing the Armenian residents of Azerbaijan and
laying the groundwork for mass violence. Az-
erbaijani authorities made little effort to punish
those responsible, instead attempting to cover
up the atrocities and deny the government’s
role in instigating the attacks.

On such an anniversary, we honor the vic-
tims of this ghastly injustice, and pledge to
speak out against hatred so that history will
not repeat itself. But tragically, more than
three decades later, that is exactly what has
happened. Beginning on September 27, 2020,
and over 44 days, Azerbaijani forces once
again targeted and murdered innocent Arme-
nians in Nagorno-Karabakh, also known as
Artsakh, and displaced tens of thousands
more. Today, Azerbaijani aggression against
the people of Armenia and Artsakh continues.
Armenian soldiers are still illegally detained
and subject to torture while thousands of civil-
ians still live in danger. Religious and cultural
Armenian sites that have fallen under Azer-
baijani control are under constant threat.

These are the horrific consequences when
aggression and hatred grow unchecked—and
it is why, whether these crimes against hu-
manity occurred one year, thirty years, or a
hundred years ago, we can never allow them
to go unrecognized. More than that, it is why
the United States must fully step into its role
as a defender of democracy and peace
around the world. We must not relent in our
calls for the safe and unconditional release of
the remaining Armenian prisoners of war and
captured civilians, for the end of U.S. assist-
ance to the Aliyev regime, and for stronger ef-
forts to support democracy in Armenia and a
free, independent Artsakh.

So on this tragic anniversary, let us pause
to remember those who suffered in the atroc-
ities of the Sumgait and Baku pogroms. But let
us also recommit ourselves and our nation to
doing everything we can, today, to bring lib-
eration to our Armenian brothers and sisters
abroad, once and for all.

————

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF
JAMES CAPONITI

HON. JAMIE RASKIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize one of my remarkable constitu-
ents, James Caponiti, on the occasion of his
retirement from the American Maritime Con-
gress and for his unwavering service of nearly
half a century to the U.S. Merchant Marine.

James’ multi-decade career spans an ex-
traordinary period which he began as a newly
minted analyst at the Department of Com-
merce and which he concluded as Acting Dep-
uty Administrator of the Maritime Administra-
tion. From the Nixon administration to navi-
gating today’s challenges of declining U.S.
shipping, James worked to bolster the U.S.
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Merchant Marine’s invaluable role in upholding
our national security interests. For example,
when he served as a Commerce Fellow on
the House Merchant Marine and Fisheries
Committee, James provided instrumental in-
sight and guidance in crafting legislation that
implemented the Maritime Security Program.
As the Chairman of NATO’s Planning Board
for Shipping, he led efforts that emphasized
the immense value of a robust domestic mer-
chant fleet to our European allies.

He also served as the Executive Director
and President of the American Maritime Con-
gress, a non-profit and research education as-
sociation dedicated to supporting the U.S.
Merchant Marine. As Executive Director and
President, James provided over 38 years of
industry knowledge in showcasing the impor-
tant nature of maritime services to policy staff
in Congress and the White House. He also
spearheaded efforts to revitalize the U.S. fleet,
increase the share of food-aid required on
U.S. flagged vessels, educate shareholders on
Export-lmport Bank mandates, expand diver-
sity and inclusion within the U.S. Merchant
Marine and promote sustainability efforts to
mitigate the effects of climate change.

James faithfully dedicated himself to the
best interests of his country. His unshakable
commitment to improving the quality of life of
all mariners and strengthening the security in-
terests of our country embodies true American
patriotism.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in honoring the remarkable service
and wonderful legacy of my constituent,
James Caponiti.

———

RECOGNIZING MONA GARIMELLA,
BLACK HISTORY MONTH ESSAY
CONTEST WINNER

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN

OF
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, | would
like to take this opportunity to recognize the
exemplary work of Mona Garimella, an 11th
grade student at Maggie Walker Governor's
School in Richmond, Virginia, and the high
school winner of the Black History Month
essay contest | hosted earlier this month. Ms.
Garimella wrote a powerful essay on the leg-
acy of my former colleague, John Lewis, and
the importance of getting into “good trouble.”
| am inspired by Ms. Garimella’s words, and |
encourage young people across our country to
reflect on what this month means to them.

Since its creation less than 50 years ago,
Black History Month has been a time to honor
and reflect upon the remarkable achievements
of the African-American community.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Mona Garimella’s excep-
tional work in celebration of Black History
Month.

VA04 HIGH SCHOOL BLACK HISTORY MONTH

ESSAY CONTEST
(By Mona Garimella)

‘““Get in good trouble, necessary trouble,
and help redeem the soul of America.”
Former U.S. Representative John Lewis once
said this, a man who continuously fought for
equality and civil rights throughout his life-
time. Lewis’s work as an activist and gov-

February 28, 2022

ernment official made courageous strides in
our society that were of the topmost neces-
sity. In a time of pure hate and discrimina-
tion against African American people, Lewis
led significant protests, such as the iconic
Freedom Fighters protests against Boynton
v. Virginia. He continued his legacy as a lead-
er in multiple nonviolence activist groups
and also when he eventually came to Con-
gress. Today, Representative Lewis’s life-
time work of ‘‘good trouble’ represents the
necessity for society to continuously fight
for what is right and never be afraid to speak
up for the greater good, as it is our job as
American individuals to hold the govern-
ment accountable and remain steadfast in
our morals so that we can prevent the tragic
prejudices in our history from occurring
again.

It is hard to stand up for what is right. To
speak up and defy social norms is something
that takes courage to do, but it is of utmost
importance that we do so; one must use their
freedom of speech to get in ‘‘good trouble”’
and stand up for what is right. After years of
inhumane police brutality against African
Americans and the tragic murder of George
Floyd in 2020, the Black Lives Matter move-
ment gained a surge of popularity larger
than it had ever seen. Individuals of all col-
ors and backgrounds were using their right
to protest to create good trouble and be loud.
They made it clear that the violence and
mistreatment of Black people in our country
have been inhumane for centuries now. It
was sickening how certain racial prejudices
are still present today and even supported by
some law enforcement officials. Some news
sources viewed these protests as ‘‘violent,”
but the activists continued using their
voices because they knew it was the only
way people would listen. As seen in Lewis’s
civil rights work and the Black Lives Matter
movement, protests are important to bring
the necessary change to our society that is
long overdue, particularly in civil rights
issues because the country needs to hear the
stories of Black people in order to truly un-
derstand the systemic issues with our legal
systems. Thus, it is only through the contin-
uous use of speech to create ‘‘good trouble”’
that our country can at least somewhat
right the wrongs in our legal system, as the
people wronged by the system deserve at
least that much.

As students, along with using our voices, it
is imperative that we remain unified in our
efforts so that we can create greater change.
If we all come together to share stories and
further learn about other perspectives while
living as a minority in America, we can
truly create substantial change. John Lewis
was known to be both a man of action and a
man of words. Our words have so much value
and power, and we must use language as a
collective body of young activists to learn
and come together to share these stories. In-
deed using one’s voice can also be viewed in-
dividualistically, such as through voting.
However, the beauty of our democracy is
that freedom of speech along with the right
to assemble and protest are foundational ele-
ments of our country that promote commu-
nity buy-in. Voting is important, but it is
our strength in numbers that can truly move
our nation to change, and it is our job as
young activists and the next generation to
start being more mindful of the stories of
those hurt by our nation so that we can
come together and push through these issues
collectively.

When John Lewis was repeatedly jailed for
his protests and civil rights work, he contin-
ued to use his voice because he knew our na-
tion still had a long way to go. When Black
Lives Matters protesters were criticized for
being too loud, the activists continued to
lead their efforts because they knew that
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they could not stop now; evidently, the fight
against racial prejudice is a life-long battle.
While it is not justifiable nor acceptable, we
as individuals carry implicit biases and prej-
udices against other groups of people. How-
ever, it is our duty as informed citizens and
sympathetic human beings that we continue
to educate ourselves and create ‘‘good trou-
ble’’ so that we can continuously learn. It is
only through acts of good trouble that we, as
a society, can progress to a state of being
where individuals do not fear being pulled
over by a cop—one where Black people do
not have to worry about being unfairly
stereotyped and having to face inhumane
treatment because of that. This is the abso-
lute bare minimum, yet this is where our so-
ciety has fallen behind. Because of individ-
uals like Representative John Lewis, we
were able to dismantle a series of racist laws
our nation shamelessly agreed upon at one
point in time, but it is our duty today to
continue that fight and John Lewis’s legacy
to truly mend the wounds we have created.

————

ANIMAL ASSISTED THERAPY
PROGRAMS OF COLORADO

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Animal Assisted Therapy
Programs of Colorado for receiving the 2021
Arvada Chamber of Commerce’s Non-Profit of
the Year Award.

The Arvada Chamber of Commerce’s Non-
Profit of the Year is recognized for their sup-
port of Arvada and its citizens through
impactful programs, services and overall in-
volvement within the community. Nominees
are also evaluated on local partnerships and
collaboration.

Animal Assisted Therapy Programs of Colo-
rado supports Arvada by making the benefits
of animal-assisted therapy available to every-
one, regardless of their ability to pay. It is one
of the first counseling centers in the country to
specifically integrate teams of professional
therapists and their therapy animals to facili-
tate the therapy process. The program specifi-
cally aims to serve economically, physically,
and/or mentally disadvantaged individuals and
families. AATCP also provides many opportu-
nities for members of the surrounding commu-
nity to become involved as volunteers, taking
care of the animals, the property, and the on-
site organic garden that produces much of the
fresh produce consumed by the therapy ani-
mals.

Congratulations to Animal Assisted Therapy
Programs of Colorado for this honor and |
thank them for their contribution to our com-
munity.

———
IN RECOGNITION OF MULTIFOCAL
MOTOR NEUROPATHY (MMN)
MONTH 2022

HON. JENNIFER WEXTON
OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, February 28, 2022
Ms. WEXTON. Madam Speaker, today |

recognize the month of February as Multifocal
Motor Neuropathy (MMN) Awareness Month.
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Multifocal Motor Neuropathy (MMN) is a
rare disorder in which focal areas of multiple
motor nerves are attacked by one’s own im-
mune system. Typically, MMN is slowly pro-
gressive, resulting in asymmetrical weakness
of a patient's limbs. Patients frequently de-
velop weakness in their hand(s), resulting in
dropping of objects or sometimes inability to
turn a key in a lock. The weakness associated
with MMN can be recognized as fitting a spe-
cific nerve territory. There is essentially no
numbness, tingling, or pain. Patients with
MMN can have other symptoms, including
twitching, or small random dimpling of the
muscle under the skin which neurologists call
fasciculations.

The clinical course of MMN is chronically
progressive without remission. The prevalence
of this very rare disease is estimated to be 0.6
cases in every 100,000 people, which makes
it even rarer than GBS, a spontaneously self-
limiting disorder in which 1-2/100,000 cases
occur each year in North America and Europe.

It is now established that intravenous
immunoglobin (IVIg), a preparation of anti-
bodies obtained from healthy volunteers, can
be readily given through an arm vein and pro-
vides benefit to patients with MMN. It is the
only treatment for this disorder that is ap-
proved by the Federal Drug Administration
(FDA) and regulatory agencies in Europe and
Canada. IVlg can lead to improved motor
function in most patients with MMN, with the
response varying from minimal to very large.
Early treatment shortly after symptom onset is
always more effective. The treatment usually
does not completely reverse all of the symp-
toms, and those patients who do respond will
require repeated treatments to maintain their
improvement.

Founded over 40 years ago, the GBS|CIDP
Foundation International is the preeminent
global nonprofit organization supporting indi-
viduals and their families affected by Guillain-
Barré syndrome (GBS), chronic inflammatory
demyelinating polyneuropathy (CIDP), and re-
lated syndromes such as multifocal motor neu-
ropathy (MMN) through a commitment to sup-
port, education, research, and advocacy.

On behalf of my constituent Brenda Perales,
an MMN patient, member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the GBS|CIDP Foundation Inter-
national, and Co-Chair efforts to raise aware-
ness of MMC, | call on my colleagues to join
me in recognizing the month of February as
Multi focal Motor Neuropathy (MMN) Aware-
ness Month.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE APPLETON
NOON LIONS CLUB

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to recognize the 100th Anniversary of the
Appleton Noon Lions Club.

The Appleton Noon Lions Club was char-
tered on March 1, 1922, when 25 Appleton
business leaders came together with a mis-
sion to serve their community. As the Appleton
Noon Lions Club celebrates this milestone, we
must look back on the club’s numerous
achievements in the City of Appleton, the
State of Wisconsin, and around the world.
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The Appleton Noon Lions Club has consist-
ently upheld and honored the mission of all
Lions Clubs which is to serve. Over 1.4 million
men and women who are members of Lions
Clubs throughout the world are dedicated to
serving their communities in times of need and
the Appleton Noon Lions Club is no exception.
From the beginning, the club has offered aid
to the local Appleton Schools through sup-
porting countless educational and recreational
initiatives, from musical instruments to play-
ground equipment.

Throughout the years, the Lions have dedi-
cated their time to ensuring that their commu-
nities are equipped with the resources they
deserve. | commend the outstanding and un-
wavering support that the Appleton Noon
Lions Club has shown to Northeast Wisconsin.

One of the many worldwide missions for the
Lions is to prevent avoidable blindness and
improve the quality for individuals who are vis-
ually impaired. With a focus to carry out this
mission, the Appleton Noon Lions Club has
completed over 70,000 vision screenings of
students in Appleton and Menasha schools
and collected over 8,000 used eyeglasses and
500 hearing aids for the Lions Eye Glass Re-
cycling Center. Not only do the Lions support
the visually impaired, but they also support
other organizations that give back to the com-
munity.

For 25 years, the Lions have offered tools
and resources to assist older adults at their
Senior Expo where they raised $250,000 for
local charitable organizations. Through these
initiatives and their 100 years of service, the
Appleton Noon Lions Club is a true credit to
their community and to Northeast Wisconsin.

| invite all Members of this body to join me
in celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the Ap-
pleton Noon Lions Club. The Appleton Noon
Lions Club is a wonderful organization and is
deserving of the highest degree of recognition.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. JANICE B.
YOST

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Dr. Janice B. Yost, a pas-
sionate advocate whose efforts to improve
health care and health outcomes has saved
countless lives over the course of the last two
decades.

In 1999, after serving in leadership roles at
both health care and educational organiza-
tions, Dr. Yost relocated from South Carolina
to run a new organization in Worcester, Mas-
sachusetts, the Health Foundation of Central
Massachusetts. A prolific grant developer, Dr.
Yost helped the Health Foundation allocate
over $50 million in grants throughout her 23-
year career. Dr. Yost was able to develop re-
sults-oriented grantmaking and grant imple-
mentation, which enabled her to successfully
push for significant changes in health care pol-
icy.

Dr. Yost has worked hard to focus the
Health Foundation’s mission not only on
health care, but also on social determinants of
health. Her ethos requires looking at the whole
of a person’s life to determine the state of
their health, and she engrained that belief in
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the work of the Health Foundation from its
start. As a result, she has been a catalyst for
systemic and policy changes in everything
from community development and affordable
housing to food insecurity and nutrition.

Madam Speaker, the impact of Dr. Yost's
advocacy in the field of public health cannot
be understated. She has helped the founda-
tion fund grants supporting everything from re-
entry programs for formerly incarcerated peo-
ple to initiatives to address childhood trau-
ma—Dr. Yost has been relentless in her pur-
suit to help others.

Dr. Yost is driven by a genuine desire to do
good. She has beautifully blended the work of
philanthropy, government, and the nonprofit
sector in a way that alters the trajectory of
people’s lives and serves as a model for pub-
lic health across the country.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress and all the people in whose
lives Dr. Yost has made positive and immeas-
urable differences, it is my great privilege to
thank and recognize Dr. Janice B. Yost for her
service to the people of Massachusetts and
her tireless efforts to create a more just and
equitable world.

RECOGNIZING TAMPA’S LOCAL
TRAILBLAZER, ROBERT SCOTT,
JR., IN HONOR OF BLACK HIS-
TORY MONTH

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker,
this Black History Month, | am proud to cele-
brate local trailblazers who have lifted up our
community and those who dedicate their time
and talent to preserve local African American
heritage. | rise today in immense gratitude of
Robert Scott, Jr., a lifetime public servant. Mr.
Scott was born in 1954 and it was during an
impressionable age when he witnessed seg-
regation, brutality, marches, resisting through
nonviolence and the numerous assassinations
of national civil rights activists and prominent
figures, such as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Malcom X, as well as Robert F. and John F.
Kennedy. But he also witnessed the change
and improvements that emanated. His parents
were Robert, an insurance agent and Doris
Scott, a school principal. He graduated from
Chamberlain High School and then from Be-
thune Cookman University with a bachelor’s
degree in business administration. He also
graduated from the University of South Florida
Institute of Government Executive Fellows
Program.

Mr. Scott started with the City of Tampa as
a personnel analyst and retired after 30 years
as Division Manager of its Solid Waste De-
partment in 2010. During his decades of serv-
ice, he witnessed improvements in leadership
and was proud to be part of diversifying lead-
ership within city government. For decades,
City of Tampa and Hillsborough County em-
ployees supported an annual local MLK tribute
through a scholarship fund and downtown
march, and Mr. Scott was part of that effort
during his tenure at the City of Tampa. He
also served on the City of Tampa Black His-
tory Committee. He is now the owner of Scott
Travel Agency, which specializes in group and
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cruise travel to all regions of the world. He un-
derstands that learning about other cultures
provides a better perspective of how to treat
people. Mr. Scott was one of the founders that
established the MLK Foundation to build a
family-friendly parade that started in 2015,
fund scholarships for deserving students and
honor community heroes that uphold the leg-
acy of Dr. King. Today, the MLK Foundation
hosts one of the largest MLK parades in the
southeastern United States and engages with
businesses, community organizations and en-
tertainment—over the past few years, numer-
ous bands from Historically Black Colleges &
Universities have participated in the annual
parade. In fact, 2022 was the first time ever
that the largest HBCU bands in the country,
Florida’s own Bethune Cookman University
and Florida A&M University, marched to-
gether. He hopes Tampa’s MLK parade in-
spires all cities throughout the state to host
their own in an effort to unify entire commu-
nities.

Mr. Scott has been a member of First Union
Missionary Baptist Church for 48 years. He is
a member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
and a 32nd degree Mason. He has served on
other boards and committees such as the Na-
tional Safety Council Executive Board, Amer-
ican Cancer Society, Gasparilla Parade, Super
Bowl committee, and is a Certified Manager of
the Solid Waste Association of North America.
He is married to his beautiful wife, Barbara,
and has four children, Michael, Pavonne, Rob-
ert Il and Jason.

Mr. Scott understands fully how remem-
bering our history, no matter how dark, can be
used towards a better future. He also knows
that preserving our own heritage is just as im-
portant as learning about other heritages from
all over the world. Madam Speaker, on behalf
of a grateful nation and Tampa Bay commu-
nity, | am proud to recognize the service and
leadership of Robert Scott, Jr.

———

OBSERVING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KHOJALY TRAG-
EDY

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, our
friends in Azerbaijan paused last week to
commemorate the 30th anniversary of the
Khojaly tragedy and it is right that we join our
allies in this remembrance.

Since the beginning of the armed conflict
between Armenia and Azerbaijan in the late
1980s, it is reported that the Khojaly tragedy,
which happened on February 25 and 26,
1992, was the deadliest in this conflict, result-
ing in hundreds of lives lost, families dev-
astated, and the town destroyed.

Although a cease-fire was negotiated in
1994, the conflict is ongoing and flares peri-
odically, most recently in 2020. It remains my
hope and prayer that the barriers to peace
that have persisted for the last three decades
can be resolved.

2022 also marks the 30th anniversary of the
U.S. and Azerbaijan establishing diplomatic re-
lations. Since then, Azerbaijan has been a key
partner in the War on Terror, and the two na-
tions share a Trade Relations Agreement and
a Bilateral Investment Treaty.

February 28, 2022

The anniversary of this tragedy is an appro-
priate time to remember the lives of all the
men, women, and children who were killed,
and to recommit to working together to pre-
vent such atrocities from occurring again.
Long-term peace, security, and regional co-
operation are in the best interests of the entire
region of the South Caucasus and the world.

————

IN MEMORY OF MRS. ROBENA
GAINES FLAKES

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, it
is with a heavy heart and solemn remem-
brance that | rise today to pay tribute to a phe-
nomenal woman of God, dedicated early child-
hood educator, and beloved role model, Mrs.
Robena Gaines Flakes. Sadly, Mrs. Flakes de-
parted to her eternal reward on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 5, 2022. A homegoing service cele-
brating the life of this exceptional woman was
held on Saturday, February 12, 2022, at 11:00
AM at Good Hope Missionary Baptist Church
located at 5230 Lee Road 235 in Phenix City,
Alabama.

Mrs. Robena Gaines Flakes was born in
Phenix City, Alabama in 1935. After grad-
uating from South Girard High School, she
went on to study Early Childhood Education at
Morris Brown College and Columbus State
University. She also attended American Bap-
tist Theology College at the Friendship Baptist
Church campus in Columbus, Georgia.

Mrs. Flakes was a loving mother to her chil-
dren and was a supportive wife to her late
husband, Rev. Dr. Johnny H. Flakes, Jr. She
was the compassionate first lady to his con-
gregations at Fourth Street Missionary Baptist
Church in Columbus, Georgia and Good Hope
Missionary Baptist Church in Phenix City, Ala-
bama. Together they used their deep and
abiding faith in the Lord to make a tremen-
dous impact on their community, state, and
nation. Their son, Rev. Dr. Johnny H. Flakes,
IIl now pastors Fourth Street Missionary Bap-
tist Church and, in addition, previously
pastored Good Hope Missionary Baptist
Church as did his father before him.

Mrs. Flakes was also the Founding Director
of the Fourth Street Daycare Center (now the
Robena Gaines Flakes Daycare) which was
established in 1993. During her tenure as Di-
rector, the center expanded its roster from 56
children to over 150 children. She also ex-
panded the facility as well as its programs and
services to include an after-school program for
elementary school students. It was also the
first daycare to receive the “Center of Distinc-
tion Award” from the state of Georgia. She
served in this capacity for 12 years until she
retired as Director in 2005 and went on to
serve as a Consultant.

Mrs. Flakes received several accolades and
awards for her work with the youth. These
awards include the Rosa Parks Women of
Courage Award from the Gamma Tau Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
and the Gracious Ladies of Georgia Award.
She also served as President of The East Ala-
bama Women’s Association.

Mrs. Flakes accomplished many things in
her life but none of these would have been




February 28, 2022

possible without the grace of God and the love
and support of her late husband, their chil-
dren, Rev. Dr. Johnny H. Flakes, lll, Merle J.
Flakes, and Sencira Flakes; along with their
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Prov-
erbs 11:25 says, “A generous person will
prosper; whoever refreshes others will be re-
freshed.” “Mama Flakes”, as she was affec-
tionately known, gave her life to God and
dedicated herself to the service of others. On
a personal note, when | came to Columbus,
Georgia in 1972, she nurtured me as if | were
one of her children. And, for that, | will be for-
ever grateful. Furthermore, during my two dec-
ades as a member of the congregation and
choir at Fourth Street and throughout my ca-
reer, she and her husband shared advice,
counsel, and wisdom with me and were al-
ways supportive of my career in public serv-
ice. | can say without reservation that she was
one of the most passionate and warmhearted
individuals | have ever met. | am proud to con-
sider Mama Flakes and the Flakes family as
part of my extended family.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
my wife, Vivian, and me, along with the more
than 730,000 people of the Second Congres-
sional District of Georgia, and people all
across the nation, in paying tribute to Mrs.
Robena Gaines Flakes, for her selfless service
to youth, the Church, and to humankind. We
extend our deepest condolences to her family,
friends, and all who mourn her loss. We pray
that we will all be consoled and comforted by
an abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the
days, weeks, and months ahead.

———

ARVADA ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Arvada Economic De-
velopment Association (AEDA) for receiving
the 2021 Arvada Chamber of Commerce’s Be-
hind the Scenes Award.

The Chamber’s Behind the Scenes Award is
given to an organization or individual who is
an unsung hero in our community and is truly
focused on ensuring the Arvada community
and businesses are thriving.

The Arvada Economic Development Asso-
ciation team has exhibited leadership and col-
laboration through their willingness to partner
and support the Arvada Chamber of Com-
merce and the local businesses they serve.
The staff and board members of AEDA offered
their time and talent to ensure the appropriate
resources were allocated throughout Arvada in
order to have an optimal impact on the busi-
ness community as a whole. Through this in-
vestment, they have supported the economic
recovery of the local business community dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, critical shifts to
the local workforce system, and helped ad-
vance business education programs. These
are a few of the countless examples of how
AEDA has shown their commitment to their
partners, local businesses and our community
all while continuing to make Arvada one of the
best places to do business.

Congratulations to Arvada Economic Devel-
opment Association for this honor, and | thank
them for their contribution to our community.
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RECOGNIZING SALIM BAMOUE,
BLACK HISTORY MONTH ESSAY
CONTEST WINNER

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, | would
like to take this opportunity to recognize the
exemplary work of Salim Bamoue, an 8th
grade student at Vernon Johns Middle School
in Petersburg, Virginia, and the middle school
winner of the Black History Month essay con-
test | hosted earlier this month. Mr. Bamoue
wrote a powerful essay on the legacy of my
former colleague John Lewis and why his life-
long work on voting rights is still important
today. | am inspired by Mr. Bamoue’s words,
and | encourage young people across our
country to reflect on what this month means to
them.

Since its creation less than 50 years ago,
Black History Month has been a time to honor
and reflect upon the remarkable achievements
of the African-American community. Madam
Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing Salim Bamoue’s exceptional work
in celebration of Black History Month.

VA04 HIGH SCHOOL BLACK HISTORY MONTH

EsSSAY CONTEST
(By Salim Bamoue)

The vote is the most powerful instrument
ever devised by human beings for breaking
down injustice and destroying the terrible
walls which imprison people because they
are different from others.—Martin Luther
King Jr. Many people consider voting to be
the most prominent voice us citizens have in
office. While this is true, people of color do
not have equal opportunity to voice their
opinions. John Lewis fought for most of his
life to preserve the voting rights of his Afri-
can American brothers and sisters. John
Lewis’s impact on voting rights can not be
taken away. He has influenced changes that
have been made and changes to be made in
American society for years to come. The
struggle for voting rights has always been
long and arduous, and John Lewis despite all
the adversity, fought through it so that mi-
norities in America had equal opportunity to
vote in the United States of America.

John Lewis was born on February 21, 1940
in a heavily segregated Alabama. He was
born into terrible circumstances as he would
grow up to be a victim of prejudice. When
Jim Crow laws were in full effect and white
superiority was preached everywhere and
blacks were brutally persecuted due to the
forceful stereotypes and rhetoric spread by
white supremacists. Most people of color
were gaslighted into believing they were ac-
tually inferior to whites. This genuinely ap-
plied to most things a normal American cit-
izen would do. Voting especially was a huge
issue. The issue of voting disproportionately
benefited whites in a way which might have
seemed minute. John Lewis saw this and de-
cided his activism to the issue of voting
rights. One of John Lewis’ most prominent
and notable moments in his life was Bloody
Sunday. On March 7th, 1965, John Lewis and
other activists were brutally beaten for pro-
testing their voting rights. Voting rights
have always been complicated. This did not
deter John Lewis though as he’s been fight-
ing for this up until his passing.

John Lewis’ legacy is still integral in our
fight for voting rights. A bill is being worked
on in his name to secure the votes of African
American citizens. While for the most part
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the disparity between whites and blacks isn’t
as notable, we are still currently struggling
to attain our voting rights in a way in which
we feel secured and just as considered as our
white counterparts. John Lewis has fought
for many years to attain voting rights for his
people, even becoming a U.S. Representative
so that people may look up to him and strive
for what he strived for. The future looks
promising as this new bill that may be
passed in his name may directly affect black
voters in such a way that more and more
black voters are accounted for.

Throughout history, people of color have
notably been on the short end of the stick
and we still struggle to attain even our vot-
ing rights, But late John Lewis has dedi-
cated his life to the cost in order to give
black people an equal voice as to who we
should place in our offices. The current state
of the bill working on to be passed in John
Lewis’s name doesn’t look so good as it has
failed the senate vote twice and is exempt
from filibuster, but that doesn’t mean we sit
down and act as if we cannot find a com-
promise or some sort of way to finally secure
our voting rights as we as black Americans
should always strive to secure the rights
given to us and the fruits of our liberty. So
I call upon black Americans to keep on fight-
ing the persecution even through the face of
adversity. There is always a light at the end
of the tunnel.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF RARE
DISEASE DAY

HON. GK. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Rare Disease Day and
to recognize the extraordinary challenges
faced by Americans with rare diseases.

A disease is considered rare when it affects
fewer than 200,000 people in the United
States. Rare diseases are far more common
than they sound. Over 7,000 different rare dis-
eases have been identified to date. Unfortu-
nately, only 10 percent of rare diseases have
FDA-approved treatments.

To combat rare disease, we must not only
make significant investments in research and
treatments but address the racial disparities
that exist within the rare disease community.
While 25 to 30 million Americans have a rare
disease, there are significant racial differences
and people of color are particularly vulnerable
to some rare conditions like sickle cell dis-
ease. From diagnosis to treatment, people of
color face significant barriers to care. For ex-
ample, on average it takes a rare disease pa-
tient 6 years to achieve a correct diagnosis,
but for patients of color it can take even
longer. Additionally, despite making up more
than 38 percent of the U.S. population, people
of color comprise only 16 percent of research
study participants. Underrepresentation in re-
search studies leads to a lack of under-
standing of effective treatments.

Health equity should factor into every aspect
of the rare disease landscape, from diagnosis
to research and treatment. | commend the
work of organizations such as the Rare Dis-
ease Diversity Coalition (RDDC), comprised of
rare disease experts, health and diversity ad-
vocates, and industry leaders dedicated to ac-
celerating and advancing health equity for rare
disease patients of color. Last November, the
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RDDC, together with Global Genes, hosted
the RARE Health Equity Summit, which con-
vened a diverse network of rare disease
stakeholders to explore and address gaps in
diagnoses faced by patient of color.

Madam Speaker, as the proud Sponsor of
H. Res. 948, a resolution recognizing Rare
Disease Day and those individuals living with
rare diseases, | urge my colleagues to join me
in acknowledging the importance of health eg-
uity and the desperate need for robust rare
disease research.

RECOGNIZING TAMPA’S LOCAL
TRAILBLAZER, LILLIAN COOPER
STRINGER, IN HONOR OF BLACK
HISTORY MONTH

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker,
this Black History Month, | am proud to cele-
brate local trailblazers who have lifted up our
Tampa Bay community. | rise today in im-
mense gratitude for Lillian Cooper Stringer, a
lifetime public servant who has been a leader
to help ensure safety, dignity and vitality for
thousands of neighbors. Born in Bartow, Fla.,
Mrs. Stringer moved to Tampa—into public
housing—at a young age. Her mother did not
complete middle school and she was one of
five siblings. Precocious, in third grade Mrs.
Stringer received the highest grade for English
composition in all of Hillsborough County. The
accolades and recognition she received from
this became a pivotal moment that catapulted
her into a true understanding that higher edu-
cation was key to lifting herself out of poverty.
She worked hard to earn good grades and re-
main an active student, including as a dancer
and member of the Middleton High School Ti-
ger’s drill team.

In 1978, Mrs. Stringer received her bach-
elor's degree in Radio, Television, Film Com-
munication and English Education from the
University of Maryland College Park Campus.
Mrs. Stringer had stints with landmark local or-
ganizations before joining Tampa Housing Au-
thority, including Hillsborough Community Col-
lege, Hyatt Regency and WFLA.

She found a special calling where she cur-
rently serves as the Director of Community Af-
fairs for the Tampa Housing Authority, one of
the largest housing authorities in the state and
the state administrator for Assisted Housing/
Section 8. Since starting in 1990, she has
served the agency in various capacities, in-
cluding all areas of resident initiatives; social
services; inter-agency involvement; staff em-
ployee and resident training; as well as serv-
ing as a local and national housing advocate
and agency spokeswoman. With little to no
senior engagement available when she started
with Tampa Housing Authority, she launched
initiatives to improve senior safety and healthy
community living—what she has erected and
developed serves as a national model and will
leave a lasting legacy. She developed numer-
ous programs for Tampa Housing Authority’s
older residents through Elderly Services Initia-
tives to keep senior citizens engaged, includ-
ing the foster-grandparent supports and inter-
generational programs that connect seniors
with youth. She also developed and coordi-
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nated plans for the first on-site clinic at an el-
derly property and created “Senior Spotlight,”
a column that highlights the accomplishments
of elderly residents. She coordinated the first
“Senior Cabaret,” an event designed to pro-
vide an opportunity for the elderly to interact,
socialize and meet elderly residents from other
properties.

Catapulting students in public housing into
successful lives through education, as she
herself did, became a passion and for years
she coordinated a scholarship that also
equipped students with luggage and laptops
as they were sent off to college. She managed
the first Family Day Care Homes, which pro-
vides an opportunity for qualified, unemployed
seniors to keep no more than six young peo-
ple in their home environment, as well as the
Youth Sports and Cultural Program, Resident
Enterprise Assistance Program, Revolving
Loan Program and the agency’s Recycling
Center.

Mrs. Stringer's current and prior member-
ships include Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Hillsborough Area Regional Transit Authority,
local chambers of commerce, Public Relations
Society of America, American Association of
University Women, Florida Bar Grievance
Committee, Metropolitan Ministries Advisory
Board and Leadership Tampa Bay. She even
owned her own boutique, Chez Lilly, from
2007 to 2011. Mrs. Stringer has been married
for 40 years to former Judge Thomas E.
Stringer and she is mother to Roderick Eu-
gene Cooper.

Mrs. Stringer's accomplishments did not
come by mere accident or simply because
they were part of her job duties. Rather, Mrs.
Stringer has gone above and beyond her pro-
fessional obligations because her personal ex-
perience, passion for dignity, and commitment
to preserving Tampa’s African American herit-
age led her to approach community engage-
ment in new, innovative ways. Madam Speak-
er, on behalf of a grateful Nation and Tampa
Bay community, | am proud to recognize the
service and leadership of Lillian Cooper
Stringer.

———

HONORING MAYOR CHARLES
BUJAN OF PORT ARANSAS, TX

HON. MICHAEL CLOUD

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. CLOUD. Madam Speaker, today | would
like to pay my respects to a true public serv-
ant in the 27th Congressional District, Port
Aransas Mayor Charles Bujan, who passed
away on February 9th, after a battle with pan-
creatic cancer.

Born and raised in Port Aransas, Mayor
Bujan began his public service to his beloved
community in 2007, when he was first elected
as a councilman. In 2016, he was then elected
Mayor of Port Aransas.

As Mayor, he led the city through recovery
efforts stemming from the damage caused by
Hurricane Harvey. | remember meeting with
Mayor Bujan on multiple occasions and he
never missed an opportunity to advocate for
the city that he led. | am proud to have
worked with him over the years to revitalize
the community of Port Aransas.

My thoughts and prayers are with the family
of Mayor Bujan and the community of Port
Aransas during this difficult time.

February 28, 2022
BARBER-NICHOLS

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Barber-Nichols for receiv-
ing the 2021 Arvada Chamber of Commerce’s
Business of the Year Award.

The Arvada Chamber of Commerce’s Busi-
ness of the Year Award recognizes a business
that has established a reputation for providing
a superior level of customer service while
using ingenuity and innovation to overcome
challenges. Not only does Barber-Nichols
excel as a company but it also continues to
support the community by participating in local
activities and partnering with local non-profit
organizations.

Barber-Nichols is accelerating the delivery
of innovative turbomachinery systems through
collaborative customer relationships merged
with integrated engineering and manufacturing
to explore the universe and ensure sustain-
able energy. Barber-Nichols experienced 10
percent+ year-over-year revenue growth from
$30 million in 2017 to $60 million in 2021,
supporting local Colorado jobs by growing
from 100 to 160+ employees. In addition, Bar-
ber-Nichols remains committed to developing
a next-generation skilled manufacturing work-
force in Colorado by sponsoring young talent
directly out of trade schools. Barber-Nichols
employees also show their commitment to the
community they call home by volunteering with
a variety of local organizations such as Adopt-
A-Street City of Arvada, Community Table Ar-
vada Food Bank, Habitat for Humanity, Jeffer-
son County Schools Art Program, Children’s
Hospital, Foothills Animal Shelter, and others.

Congratulations to Barber-Nichols for this
honor and | thank them for their contribution to
our community.

——

CONGRATULATING LORENZO FLO-
RES OF BRIDGEPORT ON HIS
VICTORY IN THE MLB JUNIOR
HOME RUN DERBY

HON. JAMES A. HIMES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate Lorenzo Flores of
Bridgeport, Connecticut on his victory in the
MLB Junior Home Run Derby on November 1,
2021. The MLB Junior Home Run Derby is a
free homerun hitting contest that allows young
athletes from all over the world to practice skill
and sportsmanship while competing for a
chance to play in the MLB Little League World
Series (LLWS). Over 40,000 players entered
the competition last year, only 16 of whom
qualified for the LLWS—Lorenzo Flores was
one of those 16. He advanced through three
levels of rigorous competition to clinch the title
of 12U New England region champion and
earn himself a trip to the Little League World
Series.

Lorenzo’s victory is well earned: he began
playing baseball at the age of four and has ex-
celled in both school and sport for the past
eight years with the love and support of his
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family and community. A student at John Win-
throp Elementary School in Bridgeport,
Lorenzo plays for Bridgeport North End Little
League and is a big fan of the New York Yan-
kees. He possesses a strong work ethic and
unshakeable passion that children and adults
alike can aspire to. | am proud to represent a
young man like Lorenzo.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Lorenzo on
this immense accomplishment.

———

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
MATTHEW BRADY

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Matthew Brady, who peace-
fully entered eternal life on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 10, 2022. Nicknamed by family and
friends as “Fred, Brady, and Big Uncle,” Mat-
thew Brady was a larger-than-life figure that
left a positive impact on the lives of those he
met.

The son of Frank and Emma Brady, Mat-
thew Brady was born on Monday, February 7,
1938, in Youngstown, Ohio. Matthew would
graduate from South High School in 1956,
where he was known as an all-around athlete
and the community’s star football player. He
would opt out of a football scholarship and join
the workforce at Youngstown Sheet and Tube
Company until 1961, where he would enlist
into our nation’s army, where he would serve
until he was honorably discharged in 1963 and
returned to work as a steelworker. Matthew
would eventually earn his stationary steam en-
gineering license in 1978 and continue to work
in the steel industry until 1981. He would tran-
sition over to a 35-year career as a stationary
steam engineer until his retirement with the
Trumbull Memorial Regional Hospital in 2013.

Outside of his professional life, Matthew
was a linchpin of entertainment and gaining
understanding with those close to him. He
would entertain his seven children with several
versions about how he and Laura Cooke, his
wife of 57 years, met. Each tale would be fun-
nier than the previous one. His love for read-
ing books and newspapers helped his far-
reaching knowledge continue to grow, possibly
allowing him to be tricked into writing a few
political science and history papers for college
students.

In all, Matthew Brady was a quiet, humble,
hardworking man who cared for those he
loved since he was young. The epitome of
selflessness, Matthew would become the care-
taker of his mother, an older brother that was
incapacitated by the war, and a niece while in
high school. Matthew would continue to be
their caretaker of his mother and brother until
their passing 40 years later. That love and
care will be what our community misses the
most.

Matthew will be dearly missed by his wife
Laura Thornton Brady and his children Tisha
P. Brady; Pia N. Brady; Jada M. Brady;
(Andre) lan Brady; Avery (wife Patrice) Brady;
Leah A. Brady; and Aaron A. Brady. He was
also greatly loved by his four grandchildren
Julien and Justin Aina, Hannah Brady, and
Ava Brady, the niece he adored and reared
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(Lenore “Buggs” Brady of Bryans Road Mary-
land, his sister-in-law Delois Grant Brady,
brother-in-law Ronald Thornton and his many
nieces and nephews. He is preceded in death
by his parents; and siblings, Frank (June)
Brady, Jr., Edward Brady, Norman (Bobby)
Brady, Helen Brady Traylor, Herbert (Billy)
Brady, Margaret Brady, Eleanor (Betty) Brady
Owens; and most recently by his youngest
brother Samuel (Dickie) Brady.

RECOGNIZING VETERAN REMMIE
CHEW, U.S. MARINE CORPS, AND
HIS VOLUNTEER WORK

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, | would
like to take this opportunity to recognize and
honor Mr. Remmie Chew for his service to our
country and his continuing service to our Rich-
mond community.

Mr. Chew served in the United States Ma-
rine Corps for sixteen years, and was sta-
tioned across the globe, from Okinawa, Japan
to Camp Lejeune in North Carolina. He now
continues his service in the Richmond commu-
nity with his non-profit organization, A Serv-
ant’s Heart Ministry, that collects goods and
distributes them to those experiencing home-
lessness.

His inspiration for his non-profit came while
getting his master's degree at Virginia Union
University’s School of Theology in 2020. As a
fellow alumnus of that venerable institution, |
have the utmost respect for the way Mr. Chew
lives the values we learned. As churches and
others serve meals, it was important to Mr.
Chew to provide food, clothing, and other es-
sential items to the people of Richmond, wher-
ever they may be.

Instead of looking for praise, Mr. Chew finds
reward with helping and making connections
with our communities. Mr. Chew’s dedication
to others, both in our Richmond communities
and to our nation during his time in the U.S.
Marine Corps, exemplifies his selfless service.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Mr. Remmie Chew for his
devotion and service to the public good, to our
communities, and to our Nation.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 70TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE MARINE
CORPS LOGISTICS BASE IN AL-
BANY, GEORGIA

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the men and
women who have served and currently serve
at the Marine Corps Logistics Base (MCLB) in
Albany, Georgia. On Thursday, March 1,
2022, base personnel, Armed Services vet-
erans, and local dignitaries will celebrate the
facility’s 70th anniversary.

Over the last 70 years, the brave men and
women who have served at MCLB, Albany
have made significant contributions in defend-
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ing our homeland and safeguarding our lib-
erties.

On March 1, 1952, MCLB, Albany was com-
missioned as the Marine Corps Depot of Sup-
plies. By 1954 the station was sufficiently
complete with warehouses and administration
buildings to assume supply support for Ma-
rines east of the Rocky Mountains and in the
Atlantic area. In 1967, the base became a
Storage Activity and Depot Maintenance Activ-
ity.

On January 17, 1990, the Commandant of
the Marine Corps designated the Commanding
General, Marine Corps Logistics Base, Albany
to also be Commander, Marine Corps Logis-
tics Bases. The reorganization placed control
of Marine Corps Logistics Base, Barstow, Cali-
fornia; Blount Island Command, Jacksonville,
Florida, as well as Marine Corps Logistics
Base, Albany under this single command.

Over the last several decades, MCLB, Al-
bany has provided exceptional support to the
Marine Air Ground Task Forces sent to South-
west Asia. The MCLB, Albany military and ci-
vilian team’s hard work and dedication, com-
bined with equal efforts from MCLB, Barstow
and Blount Island Command have reaped out-
standing results for our nation’s Armed Serv-
ices.

In 2021, MCLB, Albany won in the Fiscal
Year 2021 SECNAV Energy Excellence
Award’s small installation category for its
achievements in policy implementation, reduc-
tions in energy and water intensity, cybersecu-
rity, and overall commitment to energy security
planning. This vital Net Zero Initiative from
MCLB, Albany reduced the energy cost
aboard the installation and helped the base
nearly reach its goal in FY 2020 of covering all
critical building energy loads in the event of an
outage by increasing its sources of on-site
generation.

Madam Speaker, | have had the pleasure of
traveling to many U.S. military installations
around the world and the Marine Corps Logis-
tics Base in Albany, Georgia is one of the fin-
est military bases | have ever had the pleas-
ure of visiting.

Through my ongoing interaction with MCLB,
Albany personnel, one of the things | have
come to admire about our nation’s Marines is
that their commitment to serving our country
does not end once they separate from Active
Duty. In their everyday life and actions off
base, the personnel at MCLB, Albany have re-
mained faithful to serving their fellow Marines,
their community, and their nation. They have
truly exemplified the U.S. Marine Corp’s motto,
Semper Fidelis.

MCLB, Albany Marines hold themselves to a
higher standard—that service to our nation is
a lifelong commitment, not just a tour of duty.

Whether it is going on to work as police-
men, fire fighters, teachers, or business pro-
fessionals, a MCLB, Albany Marines’ commit-
ment to making our nation better remains at
the fundamental core of what not only makes
them great during their Armed Services ca-
reer, but what will also make them invaluable
members of our society once their military ca-
reers end and their transition into civilian life
begins.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join my wife, Viv-
ian, and me, along with the more than
730,000 people of the Second Congressional
District of Georgia in paying tribute to the men
and women who have served at the Marine
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Corps Logistics Base in Albany, Georgia over
the last 70 years and those who currently
serve today for their outstanding valor and pa-
triotic service.

HONORING JAMES HONG
HON. JUDY CHU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Ms. CHU. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize James Hong, a venerable actor with
one of the most prolific acting careers in Holly-
wood history. | was fortunate enough to meet
with Mr. Hong in advance of his induction to
the Hollywood Walk of Fame where he will re-
ceive his very own star commemorating his
outstanding career. For nearly seven decades,
Mr. Hong has been gracing our screens with
his legendary performances, amassing over
672 credits since the outset of his career. At
92 years old, Mr. Hong has no intentions of
slowing down.

Mr. Hong was born in 1929 in Minneapolis,
Minnesota to parents who immigrated from
China. His father owned a local herb store,
one of only two stores within the city’s China-
town. It was within these walls that Mr. Hong'’s
passion for the arts was cemented when, on
weekends, local Chinese workers gathered at
his father’s store and watched as a young Mr.
Hong put on performances for them.

While dreams of being an entertainer re-
mained strong as ever, Mr. Hong’s parents
urged him to become an engineer, so he en-
rolled at the University of Minnesota to study
civil engineering. But his studies were inter-
rupted when he was drafted to the Korean
War. While at training at Camp McClellan in
Alabama, Mr. Hong did some impressions for
his fellow soldiers and quickly caught the at-
tention of the Camp’s General. Mr. Hong was
ordered to remain at the base to provide en-
tertainment to the troops and coordinate public
relations with the community, preventing him
from being deployed to Korea during the war.

After his service, Mr. Hong completed his
civil engineering degree at the University of
Southern California and worked for the County
of Los Angeles in road repair. Then in 1954,
Mr. Hong appeared on Groucho Marx’s radio
show, “You Bet Your Life,” where he did im-
pressions, including of Groucho himself. His
appearance was so popular that the radio
show received the second largest amount of
fan mail for any episode. This appearance
kickstarted Mr. Hong’'s incredible career in
Hollywood and was one of the first of what
would become hundreds and hundreds of
credits, including “Chinatown,” “Blade Run-
ner,” “Bonanza,” “Big Trouble in Little China,”
“Soldier of Fortune,” “Mulan,” “Seinfeld,”
“The Big Bang Theory” and so many more.

Unfortunately, Mr. Hong often faced dis-
crimination on set, and many of the roles he
was given were stereotypical, demeaning por-
trayals of Chinese people. Faced with the dif-
ficult choice of playing a character that was
written in a racist manner or not working at all,
Mr. Hong ultimately decided to continue his
acting career, but worked tirelessly to bring
complexity to roles that so frequently lacked
humanity.

Taking his own experiences of discrimina-
tion, Mr. Hong set out to make the entertain-
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ment industry more accessible and humane,
and to help expose Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander (AAPI) actors to opportunities.
When given a script for the 1962 film “The
Confessions of an Opium Eater,” Mr. Hong
was taken aback by the stereotypical, negative
depictions of Asian characters. So, he orga-
nized a group to approach the director to
argue that a rewrite of the script was needed
to make its AAPI characters more human.
Even though the director ultimately refused a
rewrite, Mr. Hong remained committed to ad-
vocating for better, more just representation.

These experiences eventually inspired Mr.
Hong and fellow actor Mako lwamatsu to form
an acting troop for Asian American actors,
which eventually turned into the renowned the-
ater group, East West Players. Since its cre-
ation, East West Players has played an instru-
mental role in showcasing productions formu-
lated, designed and executed by AAPI cre-
ators. On top of that, East West Players fos-
tered a space for AAPI artists to express
themselves freely and form a community. Mr.
Hong’'s dedication to shedding light on the
abilities and accomplishments of AAPI artists
is clear from the group’s alumni which include
names like George Takei, John Cho, Daniel
Dae Kim, Randall Park and countless others.

As one of the most accomplished actors in
Hollywood history, James Hong has enter-
tained and brought joy to innumerable viewers
across the country and world. Not only has
Mr. Hong committed his entire professional life
to entertainment but has likewise dedicated
himself to uplifting the abilities and careers of
AAPI actors and has therefore paved the way
for future generations of performers to come.
It can be said with certainty that Mr. Hong has
made an immeasurable, positive impact in the
performing arts. It is my distinct honor to com-
memorate his career and life.

—————

MIKE HUGGINS AND LENKA
JUCHELKOVA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mike Huggins and Lenka
Juchelkova for receiving the 2021 Arvada
Chamber of Commerce’s Entrepreneur of the
Year Award.

The Arvada Chamber of Commerce’s Entre-
preneur of the Year recognizes an individual
or team for their commitment, investment, and
innovation as a business owner in Arvada.

Mike and Lenka own and operate the Ar-
vada Tavern and the Glo Car Wash in Arvada
along with several other businesses in the
Denver metro area. Their businesses define
what is great about this community: reliable,
consistent, great customer service with a
focus on giving back to the community they
call home. This husband-and-wife team work
tirelessly to provide high-quality service to the
community and good-paying jobs and positive
work culture for their employees. Mike and
Lenka support not only their employees and
customers but the business community as a
whole.

Congratulations to Mike Huggins and Lenka
Juchelkova for this honor and | thank them for
their contribution to our community.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF LILLIE E. PERKINS

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with a
deep sadness and immense gratitude that |
stand to join the many family, friends, and col-
leagues who have gathered to remember Mrs.
Lillie E. Perkins, a New Haven institution in
our education community. | have often spoke
of our nation’s need for talented, creative edu-
cators ready to help our children learn and
grow. Lillie was not only that kind of educator,
but she was also that kind of community lead-
er. She inspired your students and colleagues
alike and will be deeply missed by all of those
fortunate enough to have known her.

At the tender age of 7 Lillie knew that she
was “born to teach.” In pursuit of this dream,
she earned her bachelor's degree at Fayette-
ville State University before moving to Con-
necticut with her husband, James, and earning
her master's degree from the University of
Connecticut and an Administrative Sixth Year
Certificate from Southern Connecticut State
University. She and James raised their daugh-
ters, Tiara and Sharon, and Lillie began her
thirty-six-year career with the New Haven Pub-
lic School system. Lillie was an extraordinarily
gifted teacher with a passion and compassion
that was felt by the students in her classroom
as well as kids across the community.

In addition to her work in the classroom,
Lillie’s invaluable contributions to young peo-
ple and the community have left an indelible
mark. Early in her career she recognized the
need for young people to have the opportunity
to express themselves in a positive way after
school hours. Whether with the Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Choir, the Helene Grant School
Choir, or the remarkable Unity Boys Choir,
she found ways for these young people from
across Greater New Haven to come together
and achieve extraordinary accomplishments
for which they can be very proud. | have had
the opportunity to hear the angelic voices of
the Unity Boys Choir and have seen first-hand
the light in their eyes that comes with the ex-
citement and adoration of the crowds they are
entertaining, Lillie touched their lives in a very
special way—not only allowing them to share
their musical talents with others but teaching
them the importance of and satisfaction in giv-
ing back to the community.

Lillie’s engagement in the community also
extended beyond her service to the school
system. She volunteered her time and ener-
gies to a number of other programs commu-
nity initiatives including the Mayor's Youth
Service Program, the Toys/Teas/Toys Closets
program at Yale Children’s Hospital, the 1995
Special Olympic World Garnes in Connecticut,
the Kids Protection Network Program, Chris-
tian Community Action’s Food program, and
the New Haven Board of Young Adult Police
Commissioners. Lilie was also an active
member of Bible Gospel Church as well as the
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and served as a
community assistant for senior citizens. The
myriad of awards and commendations she re-
ceived over the lifetime are a testament to the
difference she made in the community and the
lives of others.

With her passing, New Haven has lost a
much cherished and invaluable member of our
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community. Lillie E. Perkins left an indelible
mark, not only on the community she called
home but on the hearts of the thousands
whose lives she touched. It is my honor to rise
today to pay tribute to the life of Lillie E. Per-
kins and extend my deepest condolences to
her daughters, Tiara and Sharon, as well as
her extended network of family, friends, and
colleagues. As much as she will be missed, it
is heartening to know that the legacy of serv-
ice and compassion she leaves will continue
to inspire generations to come.

RECOGNIZING MR. ZACK BUTLER
AS THE SANTA ROSA COUNTY
TEACHER OF THE YEAR

HON. MATT GAETZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize Mr. Zack Butler as the Santa Rosa
County Teacher of the Year. For several
years, Mr. Butler has served Santa Rosa
County schools with talent, passion, and an
unwavering commitment to good education.

In Northwest Florida, we are fortunate to
have some of the best teachers in the Nation.
It is recognized that the teaching profession is
one of the most difficult yet rewarding profes-
sions in existence. Mr. Butler has performed
his teaching duties exceptionally, while also
going above and beyond to be an asset to his
school district.

Mr. Butler’s gifts and talents are used for far
more than simply educating his students. Mr.
Butler goes above and beyond to truly teach
life lessons as well as traditional education, to
students who have more difficulty learning
than others; he tailors his lessons and edu-
cational style to fit each individual child. | com-
mend him for his steadfast willingness to
serve those that matter most—the students
and youth of our Nation.

For all of his admirable contributions to our
community, | am truly proud to have Mr. Butler
as a constituent in Florida’s First Congres-
sional District.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am privileged to recognize
Mr. Zack Butler for his many accomplish-
ments, and his commitment to excellence, pro-
fessionalism, innovation, and collaboration in
the Santa Rosa County School District. | thank
him for his service and wish him all the best
for his continued success.

——————

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
BATTALION CHIEF STEVE WORDEN

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Battalion Chief Steve
Worden of the Dearborn Fire Department on
the occasion of his retirement. His honorable
years of service to our community is worthy of
commendation.

Battalion Chief Worden began his career at
the Dearborn Fire Department in April 1997,
beginning as a Firefighter 1. In 2002, he was

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

promoted to Firefighter 2 and then to the role
of Fire Engineer in 2006. Due to his excel-
lence in service, he was named Lieutenant in
2006 and then Captain in 2012. He was pro-
moted to his current role as Battalion Chief in
May 2019. Known for his selflessness, he was
named Firefighter of the Year by the Service
Optimist Club in 2012, Department Firefighter
of the Year in 2012, and Firefighter of The
Year by the Michigan American Legion in
2014. He is also the recipient of numerous
awards, including the Gino Polidori Community
Service Award and the John D. Dingell Medal
of Freedom Memorial Commendation.

An active member of the Dearbon Commu-
nity, Battalion Chief Worden has spent count-
less hours leading the Dearborn Firefighters
Burn Drive that supports burned and sick chil-
dren throughout Southeast Michigan. He was
named Chairman of the organization in 2006
and since then has helped raise hundreds of
thousands of dollars for burn centers and
other local groups. As a result of his hard
work, families have gotten medical equipment,
food, and clothing that they truly need. He
continues to reside here in Southeast Michi-
gan with his wife and children.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in Battalion Chief Steve Worden for a ca-
reer of exemplary service to the Dearborn Fire
Department. | join with Battalion Chief
Worden’s family, friends, and colleagues in ex-
tending my gratitude to him for his honorable
service in protecting our community, and thank
him for his role in serving the people of the
City of Dearborn for the past three decades.

—

RECOGNIZING THE BAKERSFIELD
CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. VALADAO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Bakersfield City School
District as they celebrate the grand opening of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School.

Bakersfield City School District was estab-
lished in 1867 with 17 students. Today, it is
the largest elementary school district in Cali-
fornia and serves over 30,000 students in the
Central Valley.

The Bakersfield City School District is a
model of educational excellence, equity, and
innovation. They've received several awards
for their work, most recently the silver award
in the 2022 Magna Awards Program. The
school district also received the California Ex-
emplary District Award in 2018, 13 Golden
Bells awarded by the California School Boards
Association, and seven schools in the district
received the California Distinguished Schools
Award.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary
School is the 44th school established in the
Bakersfield City School District. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Elementary School uses a
STEAM-focused educational curriculum. Their
teaching methods are not only helping stu-
dents prepare for industries of the future like
engineering, technology, math, art, and
science, but they are helping children of all
backgrounds access new ways of learning.
Thanks to the work being done by the teach-
ers and faculty of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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Elementary, the children in our communities
will be better prepared to tackle the challenges
of the future, develop new technologies, and
advance our community forward.

| ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in recognizing Bakers-
field City School District and their important
work to provide high-quality education in the
Central Valley.

RECOGNIZING TAMPA’S LOCAL
TRAILBLAZER, HOWARD A. HAR-
RIS III, IN HONOR OF BLACK HIS-
TORY MONTH

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker,
this Black History Month, | am proud to cele-
brate local trailblazers, and those who dedi-
cate their time and talent to lifting up their
neighbors. | rise today in immense gratitude of
Howard A. Harris Ill, who after a long career
that took him throughout the country, came
home to his family to enjoy retirement and
serve his community by honoring the legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Mr. Harris was born
in Tampa and his parents, Howard Harris, Jr.
and Ethel, instilled the importance of edu-
cation. His father, who also served in the U.S.
Army and attended Howard University on the
Gl Bill, was principal of several elementary
schools throughout Hillsborough County, and
Mr. Harris remembers as a young child send-
ing his father off at the airport gate to Colum-
bia University in New York City to receive his
master’'s degree. Mr. Harris is the grandson of
Marion and Booker T. Washington. He is the
father of five sons, Dorian, Brian, Michael,
Johnathan and Stephen. Mr. Harris graduated
from Jesuit High School and went on to re-
ceive his bachelor's degree in electrical engi-
neering from Howard University. He also re-
ceived his master’s degree in business admin-
istration from the University of Michigan.

Mr. Harris worked in the defense, aerospace
and automotive industries that took him to Los
Angeles, Orlando, Washington, D.C. and De-
troit. But he always wanted to return to his
family and the hometown he loves to make a
positive difference, and he returned to Tampa
in 2001. In 2021, he retired from IT Manage-
ment with Hillsborough County government
after 17 years. After serving as president of
the local chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity,
Mr. Harris turned his attention to honoring the
legacy of one of his lifelong heroes, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. When the opportunity arose to
expand Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. celebra-
tions, Mr. Harris jumped at the chance. For
decades, City of Tampa and Hillsborough
County employees supported an annual local
MLK tribute through a scholarship fund and
downtown march. Mr. Harris was one of the
founders that established the MLK Foundation
to build a family-friendly parade that started in
2015, fund scholarships for deserving students
and honor community heroes that uphold the
legacy of Dr. King. Today, the MLK Founda-
tion hosts one of the largest MLK parades in
the southeastern United States and engages
with businesses, community organizations and
entertainment—over the past few years, nu-
merous bands from Historically Black Colleges
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& Universities have participated in the annual
parade. In fact, 2022 was the first time ever
that the largest HBCU bands in the country,
Florida’s own Bethune Cookman University
and Florida A&M University marched together.

Mr. Harris’ return to Tampa proved invalu-
able to our community and the ideals of edu-
cation and service instilled in him. It was
where he chose to fulfill the calling for the next
chapter for his family and continue a life of
service. Madam Speaker, on behalf of a grate-
ful nation and Tampa Bay community, | am
proud to recognize the service and leadership
of Mr. Howard A. Harris Il

RITA LAWRENCE
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Rita Lawrence for receiving
the 2021 Arvada Chamber of Commerce’s
Chamber Champion Award.

The Chamber Champion Award is given to
an organization or individual who has gone
above and beyond in their support of the Ar-
vada Chamber and who has served as a lead-
er and champion promoting the good work
and priorities of the Chamber.

Rita serves in many roles at the Chamber,
including on its Board of Directors and Execu-
tive Committee, the Networking KAPS Council,
Annual Dinner Action Team and more. Rita
has a long tenure as a member of the Cham-
ber joining in 2011 and jumping right in as a
leader and active volunteer. Rita serves as a
role model and impressive community leader.
Her work has benefited the Chamber and the
business community as a whole.

Again, congratulations to Rita Lawrence for
this honor and | thank her for her contribution
to our community.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE KIWANIS CLUB
OF BURBANK

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 100th anniversary of the
Kiwanis Club of Burbank, California.

The Kiwanis Club of Burbank, founded in
1922, is the first and oldest service club in
Burbank. The mission of Kiwanis Clubs world-
wide is to improve the world one child and one
community at a time, and to that end, the Bur-
bank club has been faithful to that mission and
their steadfast commitment to Burbank’s chil-
dren. Their initial service project was paving
the dirt road in front of Burbank High School.
The club sponsored one of the first Key Clubs
at the high school in 1926, and since the
1920’s, the club has sponsored a Boy Scouts
of America troop.

As an all-volunteer organization, the Kiwanis
Club of Burbank serves the youth of our com-
munity with a vast array of programs, projects,
youth groups and events; and through these
many programs and projects, strive to teach
children leadership skills, good citizenship and
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fostering the spirit of service. Projects include
many music, drama and art projects in the
Burbank Unified School District, the Youth
Leadership Conference, Relay for Life, Bur-
bank Singing Star Contest, YMCA Youth in
Government, and Kiwanis Cares about Chil-
dren, which helps disaster-stricken families in
the Burbank area. The club also provides
youth scholarships and teacher recognition,
sponsors K-KIDS at the Boys and Girls Club,
serves meals to seniors, holds food drives for
food pantries, hosts innovative fundraisers
such as the Kiwanis Family Fun Day Golf Ball
Drop, and supports humerous non-profit orga-
nizations such as the Burbank Temporary Aid
Center, Burbank Kids Community Dental Clin-
ic, and the Burbank YMCA.

For one hundred years, through world wars
and the current worldwide pandemic, Kiwanis
Club of Burbank members have continuously
provided outstanding service to the commu-
nity, and particularly the children of Burbank,
California.

| consider it a great privilege to recognize
the Kiwanis Club of Burbank and | ask all
Members to join me in congratulating the club
upon its centennial anniversary.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF RARE DIS-
EASE DAY AND THE RARE DIS-
EASE DIVERSITY COALITION

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Rare Disease Day to stand with
the courageous women and men who have
been diagnosed with rare diseases and honor
those who have lost their battle to these ter-
rible illnesses.

An estimated 1 in 10 Americans are afflicted
with rare diseases, and people of color suffer
disproportionately from these illnesses. De-
spite their great overall number, rare disease
patients are the “orphans” of the healthcare
systems, often denied diagnosis, treatment,
and the benefits of research. Due to the low
prevalence of each disease, medical expertise
is rare, knowledge is scarce, care offerings in-
adequate, and research limited.

We applaud the advocates, medical profes-
sionals, and caregivers who dedicate their
lives to providing resources to those diag-
nosed with rare diseases. One such advocate
is the Rare Disease Diversity Coalition, an or-
ganization born out of a commitment to help
address the extraordinary challenges faced by
rare disease patients of color and a dedication
to serve as a catalyst for progress. The
RDDC’s depth and breadth of expertise come
from the diversity of the over 50 coalition
members and affiliates; which include the
Asian-Pacific Islander American Health Forum,
EveryLife Foundation, Health Equity Collabo-
rative, MANA, A National Latina Organization,
National Black Nurses Association, National
Hispanic Medical Association, National Med-
ical Association, Patient Advocate Foundation,
and the Black Women’s Health Imperative.
This coalition can help society seize the mo-
mentum for change on racial inequities and
drive progress on the continuing struggles re-
garding health equity and rare diseases. Last
fall, the RDDC hosted the RARE Health Equity
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Summit Fall in partnership with Global Genes.
This Summit brought together stakeholders
from the rare disease community to discuss
persistent gaps in diagnostic challenges for
historically underserved and underrepresented
patient communities and to align strategies to
address health inequities of the rare disease
community.

It is up to us to continue fighting for cures
and ensure that every American, especially
those of color, has access to the quality care
they need. Still, our Nation has a long way to
go before rare diseases no longer threaten
American lives and devastate communities of
color.

As we observe Rare Disease Day, | ask my
colleagues in Congress to stand with me in
support of real and significant progress with
rare diseases; to unite in supporting treat-
ments and breakthroughs with rare diseases;
to ensure that more people have access to
quality, affordable health care; and to lifting
the inequitable health burden that falls on
communities of color. We must commit to end-
ing rare diseases and improving the lives of all
those affected by these illnesses.

———

JOHN SELLARS RETIREMENT

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 28, 2022

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the long and storied career of John
Sellars, Executive Director of the History Mu-
seum on the Square.

A native of Springfield, Missouri, John has
always held a special place in his heart for the
Ozarks. Even when his job took him away
from his hometown, he remained loyal to the
community. He originally volunteered at the
History Museum on the Square when it first
opened in 1976, and he continued to help until
he moved in 1989. He was working at Coca-
Cola at the time, but later moved onto Canada
Dry. He eventually got a job with Pepsi and
retired from there as a Regional Manager in
2004. Work had moved him all over the coun-
try, but in retirement, he came back to Spring-
field, and almost immediately returned to the
History Museum on the Square. He joined the
board of directors, before being elected board
president, and eventually became the Execu-
tive Director of the museum in 2005.

The History Museum on the Square is a
natural fit for John. He has a true love of his-
tory, and especially the history of Springfield.
He passionately shares this history through his
work at the museum. Not only that, but John
has also been involved in several other char-
ities throughout his life, constantly finding
ways to give back to his community.

Madam Speaker, John Sellars has lived an
incredible life, and since retiring from Pepsi,
has spent his time giving back to his commu-
nity. | wish him and his family all the best as
he retires from the History Museum on the
Square.

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
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meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday,
March 1, 2022 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

MARCH 2
10 a.m.
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Christy Goldsmith Romero, of
Virginia, Kristin N. Johnson, of Michi-
gan, Summer Kristine Mersinger, of
South Dakota, and Caroline D. Pham,
of New York, all to be a Commissioner
of the Commodity Futures Trading

Commission.
SH-216
Committee on Environment and Public
Works

To hold an oversight hearing to examine
implementation of the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act by the De-
partment of Transportation.

SD-106
Committee on the Judiciary

To hold hearings to examine pending
nominations.

SD-226
2 p.m.
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

To hold a joint hearing with the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of
multiple veterans service organiza-
tions.

HVC-210/VTC
United States Senate Caucus on Inter-
national Narcotics Control

To hold hearings to examine the $150 bil-
lion drug market, focusing on the eco-
nomics of cartels.

SD-215
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2:30 p.m.

Committee on Foreign Relations
Subcommittee on Near East, South Asia,
Central Asia, and Counterterrorism

To hold hearings to examine TUnited
States policy towards India.
SD-G50/VTC
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
Subcommittee on Government Operations
and Border Management
To hold hearings to examine chief human
capital officers at 20, focusing on what
is needed to empower CHCOs to ensure
human resources practices support
agencies’ mission success.
SD-342
3:30 p.m.
Select Committee on Intelligence
To receive a closed briefing on certain
intelligence matters.
SVC-217

MARCH 3

9 a.m.
Committee on the Judiciary
Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Kenly Kiya Kato, to be
United States District Judge for the
Central District of California, Jennifer
Louise Rochon, to be United States
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of New York, Sunshine Suzanne
Sykes, to be United States District
Judge for the Central District of Cali-
fornia, and Trina A. Higgins, to be
United States Attorney for the District
of Utah, and Jane E. Young, to be
United States Attorney for the District
of New Hampshire, both of the Depart-
ment of Justice.
SH-216
10 a.m.
Committee on Banking,
Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the Semi-
annual Monetary Policy Report to the
Congress.

Housing, and

SD-538/VTC
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation
Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Arun Venkataraman, of the
District of Columbia, to be Assistant
Secretary and Director General of the
United States and Foreign Commercial
Service, Laurie E. Locascio, of Mary-
land, to be Under Secretary for Stand-
ards and Technology, and Grant T.
Harris, of California, to be an Assistant
Secretary, all of the Department of
Commerce, Gigi B. Sohn, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be a Member of
the Federal Communications Commis-
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sion, Alvaro M. Bedoya, of Maryland,
to be a Federal Trade Commissioner,
Mary T. Boyle, of Maryland, to be a
Commissioner of the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission, and Mohsin
Raza Syed, of Virginia, Christopher A.
Coes, of Georgia, and Carol Annette
Petsonk, of the District of Columbia,
each to be an Assistant Secretary of

Transportation.
SR-253
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

To hold hearings to examine recent ac-
tions of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission relating to permitting
construction and operation of inter-
state natural gas pipelines and other
natural gas infrastructure projects.

SD-366
10:15 a.m.
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs

To hold hearings to examine the Senate
confirmation process and Federal va-
cancies.

SD-342/VTC
10:30 a.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Alina L. Romanowski, of Illi-
nois, to be Ambassador to the Republic
of Iraq, Douglas T. Hickey, of Idaho, to
be Ambassador to the Republic of Fin-
land, and Steven H. Fagin, of New Jer-
sey, to be Ambassador to the Republic
of Yemen, all of the Department of
State, and Erin Elizabeth McKee, of
California, to be an Assistant Adminis-
trator of the United States Agency for
International Development.

SD-106/VTC

MARCH 7
6 p.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations
To receive a closed briefing on the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine.
SVC-217

MARCH 8

10 a.m.
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

To hold a joint hearing with the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of
multiple veterans service organiza-

tions.
HVC-210/VTC
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